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ALL-CONFERENCE

Baseball
Benjamin Reinhard (‘20)

Basketball
Lydia Lecher (‘19)
Hailey Paup (’18)
Barnabas Preble (‘19)
Ivane Tensaie (’21)

Cross Country
Meredith Thompson (‘18)

Dance
Rebekah Gertz (’18)
Hannah Lageson (‘19)

Football 
(All District)
Donovan Baker (’18)
Casey Hackett (’18)
Emmet Heck (’19)
Michael Juelich (’18)
Mitchell Zenda-Johnson (’18)

Golf
Caleb Landvik (‘19) 

Soccer
Benjamin Boll (’19)
Katharine Wicklund (’18)

Softball
Taylor Brunn (’19)
Lydia Lecher (’19)
Sydney Pelzer (’21)

Track
Jonathan Boll (’18)
Casey Hackett (’18)
Michaella Hartinger (’19)
Eben Mundfrom (’18)
Barnabas Preble (’19)
Arika Robinson (’18)
Annika Scholten (’18)
Rachel TerHaar (’18)
Shaina Zinter (’22)

Volleyball
Kira Fallert (’21)
Sarah McTaggart (’19)
Rachel TerHaar (’18)
Brooke Weichbrodt (’21)

ALL-CONFERENCE 
HONORABLE MENTION

Baseball
Kyle Carey (’20)
Will Oelschlaeger (’19)

Basketball
Casey Hackett (’18)
Gavin Harbo (’18)
Arika Robinson (’18)

Cross Country
Michaella Hartinger (’19)
Matthew Nordby (’18)

Dance
Maria Brand (’18)
Maggie Law (’20)

Football 
(All-District)
Jordan Brennan (’19)
Gavin Harbo (’18)
Eben Mundfrom (’18)
Luke Raymond (’19)

Golf
Tommy Hammons (‘18) 

Soccer
Jonathan Boll (’18)
Sydney Hackett (’20)
Hannah Lageson (’19)
Ethan Winterfeldt (’20)

Softball
Emma Brunn (’21)
Madelynn Harre (’19)

Track
Mitchell Cooke (’18)
Kira Fallert (’21)
Sydney Hackett (’20)
Emmet Heck (’19)
Kathryn Ousdigian (’20)
Jaden Quast (’21)
Isabel Romay (’19)
Myia Schuessler (’19)
Meredith Thompson(’18)
David Voelker (’19)
Paige Winterfeldt (’19)

Volleyball
Arika Robinson (’18)
Rachel TerHaar (’18)

Wrestling
Michael Juelich (‘18)
Eben Mundfrom (’18)

ATHLETICS
CONFERENCE 
AWARDS

Artists from Concordia Academy 
took home numerous honors in 
the Minnesota State High School 
League Section 4A Visual Arts 
Tournament in April. 

Lindsey Noyed (’18) received three 
superior ratings and one excellent 
rating, Elise Eisfelder (’18) and 
Mitchell Cooke (’18) each received a 
superior rating, Meredith Thompson 
(’18) received two superiors, and 
Hailey Paup (’18) received two 
excellent ratings. 

In addition, Meredith’s watercolor 
and ink piece, titled “MINNE,” was 
selected to advance to the State 
Visual Arts Exhibition at Perpich 

Center for Arts Education on May 5. 

Congratulations to all the students 
for their achievements, with special 
congratulations to Meredith for 
advancing to the state spotlight!  

CA ARTISTS EXCEL IN 
SECTION COMPETITION
Students earn superior and excellent ratings and 
advance to state exhibit.

VISION4LIFE FEATURED ON KSTP NEWS
On March 1, KSTP Eyewitness News aired a story about students 
volunteering during our Vision4Life program. While the story discussed 
the V4L service days as a whole, it also had a special focus.

That focus was on one group of guys who spent the day cleaning up 
a home in the north metro that had recently been destroyed by fire. 
Our students were actually helping out a fellow Beacon. The burnt-out 
home is where CA graduate Ben Downing (’16) lives. After spending years 
volunteering during Vision4Life, Ben was now having the favor returned.

View KSTP’s coverage of Vision4Life at http://bit.ly/V4LKSTP.

Meredith Thompson poses with “MINNE,” her watercolor 
piece that advanced to the MN State Visual Arts Exhbit.  
She also designed and painted much of the art room wall 
mural visible in the background.

During Vision4Life, Jessica Miles interviews Eben 
Mundfrom (’18) for KSTP Eyewitness News at the home of 
Ben Downing (’16). Ben’s home had recently been destroyed 
by fire.
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ALUMNI NEWS

On Saturday, October 7, 2017, 
plenty of Beacon memories  
were shared and athletic 
excellence was honored as new 
members were inducted into 
the Concordia Academy Athletic 
Hall of Fame. The 2017 inductees 
were Heidi Hahn (1989), Robert 
Quast (1991), DeVon Lark (Coach), 
and the 1987 State Volleyball 
Championship Team,.

Tom Kuseske (CAS ’64) was once 
again the emcee for the event, 
sharing memories of the inductees 

and allowing them to share their 
own personal stories. For example, 
members of the 1987 volleyball team, 
along with Coach Steve Dickhudt 
(’71), remembered that they were 
unable to practice in the CA’s gym 
during that entire championship 
season due to floor repair.

The Hall of Fame wall in the Main 
Gym honors all inductees with 
plaques. Be sure to visit it when 
you’re at CA! You can also read 
about all Hall of Fame members at 
ConcordiaAcademy.com/hof.

BEACON
FAMOUS 
CA’s Athletic Hall of Fame welcomes Hahn, Quast, 
Lark, &1987 State Volleyball Champions

Far Right: Memorabilia from 
the 1987 volleyball season, 

including the state tournament 
program,  was on display at the 
Athletic Hall of Fame Induction.

.Right: 2017 Athletic Hall of 
Fame inductees.

Left:  Heidi Hahn (’89) was 
delighted that her daughter 
wore her 1980s CA letter 
jacked to the Athletic Hall of 
Fame Induction Ceremony.

Below: Coach DeVon Lark 
and his family.

YOU CAN NOMINATE PLAYERS, TEAMS, COACHES, AND FAMILIES FOR 
THE ATHLETIC HALL OF FAME. Just go to ConcordiaAcademy.com/hof.  
Nominees for 2019 will be accepted until January 7, 2019.

NOMINATIONS BEING ACCEPTED



19SUMMER 2018 beamsConcordiaAcademy.com/alumni

On September 29, retired CA teacher Mr. Tom Kuseske 
(CAS ‘64 and CSP ‘68) was honored with Concordia 
University, St. Paul’s “Alumni Distinguished Service 
Award.” This award is given to exceptionally accomplished 
CSP alumni who have upheld the university’s ideals 
in their profession and in service to the community 
and church. They have also demonstrated professional 
leadership, have recognition from professional peers, and 
have distinctiveness of performance.

Congratulations, Mr. Kuseske, on this well-deserved honor!

CSP HONORS MR. K 
Tom Kuseske receives service award 
from Concordia University

Tom Kuseske (second 
from right) and his wife 
of 50 years, Cherice 
(third from right) are 
pictured with (from left 
to right), son-in-law 
Bradley Sell (‘99), 
daughter Lisa (‘99), son 
Grant (‘88) and daughter 
Lara (‘90). 

Hello Beacon Alumni! 

Keep those updates coming; we love hearing from alumni about their families, events, and careers. It’s easy to keep us 
in the loop by visiting concordiaacademy.com/alumni. Click on the Keep in Touch tab and fill out our Alumni Update 
Form. You can also find us on Facebook. Email me for more info at lisa.sell@concordiaacademy.com.

If your class is due for a reunion and you aren’t sure where to start, contact me today for 
more info! I love helping alumni get a party started. 

You’re always invited to stop by and see the updates at CA and visit with the Mission 
Advancement Team!  We love alumni visits, like the one pictured on the right from 2015 
graduates Dan Klaver, Nick Johnston, and Stephen Mylabathula!

And don’t forget: once a Beacon, always a Beacon!

Lisa (Kuseske) Sell  (’99) 
lisa.sell@concordiaacademy.com

NOTE FROM THE ALUMNI DIRECTOR

Hey Beacons—how you doin’? One of the Central Perks 
of CA is the great community. That’s why, whether 
you’re a parent of a current student, an alumni, or a 
friend of the school, we want YOU to be a part of our 
NEW Beacon Coffee Club, launching in August!  

This club is an online community of Friends. It’s a 
virtual coffee house where we’ll share life with one 
another while supporting Concordia Academy! Coffee 
Club members will receive special offers for CA events 
throughout the year and also get their very own 
exclusive Coffee Club mug!

Membership is $10/month for the year, but the 
community we’ll build is priceless. Sign up and pre-order 
your mug today at ConcordiaAcademy.com/friends! 
Could this BE any more exciting?

FRIENDS OF CA
Channel your inner Chandler, Monica, 
or Phoebe with CA Coffee Club

REUNION UPDATES
CLASS OF 1979  is planning a 40th reunion for June 22, 2019.  

CLASS OF 1999, do you want to be on the 20th reunion planning committee? We would 
love your help! Email lisa.sell@concordiaacademy.com today and find out how you can 
be a part of the fun! 



beams SUMMER 201820 ConcordiaAcademy.com/alumni

 
ALUMNI UPDATES
JOHN OLSON (CAS ’65) was part of 
the United Nations Climate Change 
Conference (COP23), a two-week 
conference in Bonn, Germany, where 
over 195 countries came together 
to negotiate climate change policy 
and implementation strategies of the 
Paris Agreement. Part of his interest 
regarding the 
conference 
arose from 
his previous 
service in the 
Peace Corps  
in Liberia. 

PETER VALTERS (’71) retired 
January 31, 2017 after 38 years in 
the workforce. Paul and his wife have 
relocated to Texas. Paul is enjoying his 
new full-time job as a grandparent to 
his granddaughter 
Addie. Paul praises 
the Lord for guiding 
them through 
retirement and 
relocation. 

DAWN (ANDERSON) SPERRY (’73) 
has retired after 18+ years at Hewlett-
Packard and other corporate stints. 
She is enjoying retirement with her four 
grandchildren and three cats and enjoys 
time on the deck watching the squirrels 
and birds! She prays for joyful retirement 
for others and blessings to you all. 

REV. KATHERINE (VOLZ) FINEGAN (’83) 
was elected to serve as 
Bishop of the Northern 
Great Lakes Synod of 
the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America 
on May 23, 2017. 

Prior to this election, Bishop Finegan 
served five years as the Assistant to 
the Bishop and ten years as a parish 
pastor. She resides in Ishpeming, MI 
with her husband, Dave. They have 
three sons 

LAURA (SHEPPARD) KOEPP (’84) has 
a son, Joshua (age 23) serving in 
the Peace Corps in Guinea, West 
Africa. Joshua is working with the 
community to build a Health Post in a 
remote village so that health services 
for women and children can be more 
accessible. Laura has been working at 
the University of Minnesota Medical 
Center, Fairview (Minneapolis), as a 
psychotherapist/family therapist at an 
adolescent day treatment program. 
This is her 11th year at Fairview 
working as a therapist. 

HEATHER (ERICKSON) GREGORY (’84)  
is currently residing in Lino Lakes,  
MN with her three children and is 
happily married. She works for  
Clinique Cosmetics. 

KATHRYN GALCHUTT (’88) received an 
Award of Commendation by Concordia 
Historical Institute. They annually 
highlight people who “advance the 
knowledge of American Lutheranism.” 
She wrote an article titled “Lutherans 
and the Civil Rights Struggle in Selma.” 
She was one of 13 who received  
the award.

CYNTHIA (MULLEN) CAVE (’92) 
graduated in October 2017 from  
Grand Canyon University with a dual 
degree and started her masters in 
reading last spring. 

ANDREW WALES (’99) is 
now a National Account 
Manager for 3M and 
resides in Naperville, 
IL. He is married with 
children. 

BRADLEY SELL (’99) and  
NICK SCHWALBACH (’05) joined the 

Little Canada 
Fire Department 
as volunteer fire 
fighters. Bradley 
works full-time 
at Cemstone 
Companies as 
Assistant Fleet 
Manager and 

Nick works for SPS Commerce as a 
product manager.

MATTHEW GRISWOLD (‘01) appeared 
on Public Television’s Prairie Mosaic 
last spring with a two-song sample 
of a 30-minute show scheduled to 
air in July. You can watch him sing 
“Everyday War” and “Fading Away” 

on the 
Prairie Public 
Broadcasting 
Channel ‘s 
YouTube 
channel (look 
for Prairie 
Mosaic 
Episode 908). 

ADINE MOMOH (’02) became the 100th 
president of the 
Hennepin County Bar 
Association (HCBA). 
She is a partner at 
Stinson Leonard Street, 
where she practices in 
the areas of securities 
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and banking litigation, estates and 
trust litigation, and creditors’ rights and 
bankruptcy. She represents clients in 
both state and federal courts around the 
country. She is the first black woman 
and the youngest attorney to serve as 
president of the HCBA. 

SARAH (ERLING) AND ANDREW 
WEISBECKER (’02) were married in 
2007 and now have four daughters: 
Gemma (9), Adelaide (7), Charlotte (4), 
and Willa (2). They live in Blaine. 

JASON TAYLOR 
(’08) married 
Michelle Manship 
on May 6, 
2017 at the 
Dellwood Barns. 
Congratulations!

SAM AND TARA (TOLZIEN) WIRTH (‘10) 
welcomed their first child, Blake 
Anne Wirth, born on May 2, 2018. 
Congratulations! 

WE WANT TO KNOW about 
important events, milestones, and 
accomplishments in your life! Go to 
ConcordiaAcademy.com/alumni  
and click on “Keep in Touch” to give 
us big or small updates. 

DAVE DITTBERNER arrived in his Heavenly home on 
July 22, 2017 after courageously enduring a 5½ year 
challenge with Alzheimer’s. Dave is survived by his 
wife of 60 years, Caroline, and children Tim (’78), Joel 
(’81), and Debbie (’82).  Dave was former principal and 
teacher at Gethsemane and Walther. 

LYNN SCHIBONSKI (’80) died peacefully on April 
25, 2017, following a courageous battle with 
ovarian cancer. Lynn was employed as an Office 
Administration Specialist with the State of Minnesota. 
She was active in her churches, serving many years 
as Sunday School Superintendent and in church 
choirs. She also had a passion for animal care and 
rights.

IRENE ALLHOUSE, mother of Dawn Mackey (’81) and 
Todd (’83), died on June 11, 2017.

THOMAS WESTLING (’83) passed away unexpectedly 
July 4, 2017. 

WILLIAM “CHIP” CARLSON (’84) died April 29, 2017 
from T-cell leukemia. Chip is survived by his wife, 
Jennie; children, Tina and Sabrina; mother, Michelle 
Carlson; brother, Scott Carlson (’77); and sister, Sherri 
Carlson (’74).

BARB WESTPFAHL, mother to Mark (’87), passed away 
July 16, 2017. Barb served her community for over 40 
years as a school teacher at Central Lutheran School 
in St. Paul and as an active member of her church. 
Throughout her lifetime, her love, stories and laughter 
touched the hearts of countless individuals. 

ROBERT DURBAND passed away unexpectedly on July 
28, 2016. He was father to Heather Schulz (’88). 

MARIE GROVER, mother to Sara Waters (’89) and 
Sadie Benson (’93), peacefully passed away July 6, 
2017. 

LYNETTE LEE BRINDLEY passed away September 1, 
2015 at the age of 75.  She was the mother of Dena 
Schull (‘92). 

RYAN FUITH (’01) passed away unexpectedly on 
November 1, 2017. 

ALAN GEAR (’84) passed away December 25, 2017. 

DOUGLAS SELTZ, father of Gretchen (’81), Tom (’83) 
and Robert (’85), passed away on December 21, 2017.

LORNE ARNDT (’70), father to Jason (’92), passed away 
January 1, 2018. 

IN MEMORIAM

DIANNE QUAST (née Robert), class of 1963, peacefully crossed into heaven on 
March 22, 2017. Her long nine years of suffering with dementia were over at 
the age of 71.

She was so proud to be a Beacon, shining for Jesus. Her light shone bright for 
us and countless others. Now, as she celebrates in the light of her Savior, we 
remember her earthly labors for her beloved school.

She grew up in the West 7th Street area and worshiped at St. Peter’s 
Lutheran Church (on Victoria). Her older brother, James Robert, was part of 
the committee in 1959 to form a new Lutheran High School called St. Paul 
Lutheran. She bragged that she was one of the first student’s enrolled. 

She thrived in this very small class environment of Christian education and embraced being involved with 
everything. Dianne said everyone “had to” be involved with everything in order for the school to function 
and grow. This first class chose the school mascot: the “Beacons,” a light to the world. They also chose the 
school colors and song and penned the first issues of the school newsletter and yearbook. 

She often recalled a warped gym floor and classroom settings at other properties as the new building was 
being built during the first three years of the young St. Paul Lutheran High School.

She told many stories of the excitement of moving into the new campus at 2400 North Dale during the 
winter of her senior year. Like many of us, her high school friends were her lifetime friends.   

Dianne’s passion for her high school continued far beyond the merger of St. Paul Lutheran and Concordia 
Academy in 1967. She took it upon herself to be the keeper of the St Paul Lutheran alumni records well 
into the late 70s and held a reunion of the class of 1963 in our family back yard. She helped assemble CA’s 
original version of Festival of Nations and participated in many outreaches, committees and events. We, 
her family, knew the building well. Even before we were old enough to attend CA in the 80s and 90s, we 
spent many hours stuffing envelopes for mass mailings and running in the halls and gym. 

Blessed be her memory and the memories she shared with all of us the in the beginnings of St Paul 
Lutheran and Concordia Academy High Schools. 

-Vic Quast, Laura Benson (’87), Juli Kjorness (’88), and David Quast

MEMORIES OF A BEACON FOR JESUS

KEEP US POSTED!
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If you’re anything like me, you probably have a list of causes 
you care about—kids, animals, the environment—and if you’re 
reading this, probably Concordia Academy! Some of us find the 
time to volunteer, others donate when they can, and some are 
vocal supporters and advocates for whatever causes mean the 
most to them. That being said, it can often be a challenge to 

find the time, energy, 
and money to give to 
everything that we 
care about. 

This summer my 
family is juggling 
kids activities, grad 
school, and family 

obligations while simultaneously tucking away money for a 
trip to Disney World this winter. It’s hard to think of ways to 
still contribute to the things that matter to me when there’s so 
much already on my plate — and I’m sure that at least some of 
you can relate. That’s why I want to share my list of 10 non-
traditional ways that I’ve found to support CA.

Stock Gifts  
One of the perks that many employers offer are shares of 
company stock. Fortunately, when you donate stock to a 
nonprofit like CA, you’ll generally receive a tax-deduction for 
the full fair market value of your contribution!

Company Matches  
Does your company offer a matching incentive for charitable 
contributions? This is a great way to double your impact and 
investment in Concordia. 

Bequests 
What legacy do you want to leave? Estate gifts are an amazing 
way to support the students of Concordia Academy for years 
into the future.

Sponsorships  
Do you work for a company that would love to get some 
brand exposure while supporting the mission of CA? Consider 
sponsoring our annual dinner auction or 125th anniversary 
celebration! You can contact lisa.sell@concordiaacademy.com 
for more information about our 2019 sponsorship packages. 

Join our Beacon Coffee Club  
Ok, so maybe you don’t like coffee, but if you like people, this 
is the club for you! For $10 per month you can be a part of this 

online community of CA advocates doing life together. You’re 
helping the mission, and it’s fun too! Get more details on pg. 19.

Volunteer 
Do you have a skill or expertise that you think would benefit 
CA? Or do you have the time and willingness to learn? From 
administrative support to event staff and everything in 
between, we’re always looking for a few helping hands. If you’re 
interested in volunteering, let us know! 

Online Ambassadors 
Do you have a large social network? Do you have an online 
community that you’re connecting with regularly? Commit 
to sharing about CA. It’s as easy as retweeting or sharing our 
content and tagging friends that might be interested. We have 
active Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter pages, and anyone can 
help spread the word!

Make an Impact with Thrivent!  
Are you a Thrivent member? If so - you can help Concordia in big 
ways through Thrivent Choice Dollars and Thrivent Community 
Impact Cards. It’s super easy and produces immediate impact. 
Want to learn more? Contact us at info@concordiaacademy.com.

Give In-Kind  
Do you have something of value that would benefit CA? 
Whether putting together an auction basket, donating a service 
for the auction, or providing furniture, equipment, or other 
materials to the school, your in-kind gifts are appreciated! Email 
info@concordiaacademy.com to find out more about how to give.

Pray  
You can never underestimate the power of prayer, and 
Concordia Academy requests and appreciates your 
commitment to praying for our school. We ask you to 
remember our students, staff and teachers in your daily 
prayers, that we would know and follow God and fulfill His 
purpose for CA. 

Laura (Zimdars) Slusarczyk (’99) 
laura.slusarczyk@concordiaacademy.com

It can often be a challenge 
to find  the time, energy, 
and money to give 
to everything we care about.

A NOTE FROM 
THE DIRECTOR. OF MISSION ADVANCEMENT 

10 NON-TRADITIONAL
WAYS TO SUPPORT CA
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Homecoming 
Friday, October 5 | 5:30 pm (Carnival) & 7:00 
pm (Football vs. Humboldt)

Grandparents Day
Thursday, October 11

Fall Play
November 16, 17, 18

Christmas Concert
Saturday, December 8 | 7:00 pm
Sunday, December 9 | 3:00 pm

Vision4Life
February 27 - March 1

Spring Musical
March 8-10, 15-16

20th Annual Dinner Auction
Saturday, April 13 | 4:30 pm

Spring Concert
Thursday, May 9 | 7:30 pm

Honors Convocation
Tuesday, May 14 | 7:00 pm

His People Concert
Thursday, May 23 | 7:30 pm

Graduation
Friday, May 24 | 7:00 pm at North Heights, 
Arden Hills

125th Anniversary Celebration
July 26-28

Visit ConcordiaAcademy.com for our most  
up-to-date calendar.

2018-2019 EVENTS
When planning “Almost Paradise,” the 2018 CA Dinner Auction, a 
blizzard was far from anyone’s mind. Although heavy snow in mid-
April isn’t impossible in Minnesota, it’s also not common. However, 
April 14 ended up being the second-snowiest April day on record for 
the area, with over 11 inches of snow, second only to the 13.6 inches 
that fell on April 14, 1983. 

Although the snow understandably kept half of the auction ticket 
holders at home, the event was an incredible success! Attendees 
were decked out in prom dresses and other 80s attire, danced to 80s 
tunes by “Dreamscape” (featuring 1995 CA graduate David Burkart), 
and showed incredible support for CA as they bid on fabulous items 
in live and silent auctions. Remarkably, the event brought in over 
$87,000, which is comparable to our record-setting auction total from 
2017 (which had almost twice the attendance)!

By the time the auction was over, the snow had stopped, the roads 
were in slightly better condition, and CA’s student amabssadors had 
brushed off cars and shoveled around them in the parking lot. 

The weather may have not quite been “Almost Paradise,” but it was 
definitely a night to remember!

SNOW WAY!
A record-setting mid-April blizzard couldn’t 
stop the auction from raising almost $90,000.

Top Left: Auction attendees get into 
the “prom spirit.”

Far Left: Isabel Romay (’19), one of 
CA’s Student Ambassadors, tries 
to get ahead of the snow as she 
shovels the walk before auction 
guests arrive.

Bottom Left: Pastor Tim Berner 
introduces David Burkart (’95), who 
remarked that, 25 years ago, he 
never would have believed that he’d 
be playing Van Halen’s “Jump” in 
the CA gym.



CA FLASHBACK
Looking back at a classic moment from the past 125 years

Whether finishing off a cheer 
with a “C” jump, cheering the 
boys basketball team to a 
75-70 victory vs. Minneapolis 
Lutheran, or combining 
with the B-Squad for a half-
time cheer, CA’s A-Squad 
cheerleaders displayed 
imense amounts of school 
spirit during 1969-1970.
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