Concordia Academy’s 2020-2021 Reopening Plan
ConcordiaAcademy.com/castrong

Welcome to Concordia Academy!
The mission of Concordia Academy is to lead, teach, and inspire students to become
all that God would have them be. This mission reflects the larger mission of the Christian
Church, which is to educate children in the light of Christ. While the Church has carried out
this mission in the midst of social, health, and political crises, the current global COVID-19
pandemic has prompted unprecedented reflection on how to best educate children while
considering their overall social, emotional, physical, intellectual, and spiritual health. Having
deeply considered all these factors, the leadership of Concordia Academy has concluded
that what is ultimately best for our students and families is that we open the 20202021 school year on-campus and in-person. This reopening is contingent on having a well
thought-out, data-informed system of health and safety protocols implemented from day one.
It is with great joy and thanksgiving that we look forward to, once again, coming together
to live, work, and play in Christian Community! The following health and safety protocols
reflect just how much we do truly value this opportunity. All of the following policies and
procedures are designed to keep both our students and staff healthy, so that we might
continue to do school together and in-person. Because CA exists for students, their health
and safety is of paramount concern. However, the safety of faculty and staff, who are in higher
risk categories than students, is also vital, because a healthy staff is critical for our ability to
carry on operations and serve students and families.
We have all learned that things regularly change, sometimes quickly, in the midst of this
pandemic. Therefore, the following procedures and protocols are, of course, subject to change.

I. TWO EDUCATION OPTIONS FOR CA FAMILIES
CA is offering two education options for our families:
1. Students are on campus for class five days a week.
2. Students are at home five days a week viewing recorded videos of all their classes.
While we believe it is ideal for students to attend school in person and on-campus, we recognize that there may
be unique circumstances where parents wish to keep their children at home. This at-home, online option is called
CA Flex.
CA Flex is made possible through CA’s investment in video technology that follows the teacher for
automated lecture capture and uploading of those lectures and presentations. This technology
can also be paired with Zoom to allow for synchronous (real-time) joining of distance learners with
their on-campus classmates. Because of system limitations, synchronous learning will only be used
occasionally for special projects and presentations. Teachers will have regular online office hours
where CA Flex students will be able to communicate with them. A few classes, because of their nature,
may not be available as CA Flex options. Chapel and other special presentations will be live-streamed for
CA Flex students whenever possible.

Students who participate in CA Flex will be guaranteed a spot, on campus, should they wish to transition to oncampus learning. Students may do so at mid-semester and semester. Students who begin on-campus but, for
whatever reason, wish to transition to CA Flex, may do so at any time. Annual tuition is the same for on-campus
and CA Flex students. To participate in CA Flex, parents must fill out a request form. A document with additional
information and the request form is available at www.concordiaacademy.com/castrong.

II. BEFORE-SCHOOL SCREENINGS & ENTRANCE PROCEDURES
Parents are asked to evaluate their children’s health every day before sending them to school.
Information will be provided as to criteria for screening and keeping children home.
Every student entering CA will have their temperatures taken before being allowed to enter
their first class of the day. All late-start students, as well as students who have left and then
re-entered the building, will also have temperatures taken. Additionally, any parent or building
visitor will have temperatures taken before being allowed entrance.
Freshmen and sophomores are asked to enter through the science wing doors (the westernmost doors
across the front plaza). Juniors and seniors enter through the main front doors.

III. ENHANCED SANITATION MEASURES
• Hand sanitizer will be available throughout the school.
• Student desks will be sanitized before each use.
• All common areas and frequently touched surfaces (door handles, counters, trash containers)
will be cleaned throughout the day.
• A plan to teach/remind students about healthy sanitation practices will be implemented
throughout the year.

IV. ENHANCED IN-SCHOOL SAFETY MEASURES
No Physical Contact
Students and faculty are to avoid all physical contact with one another. Exceptions to this may be made in PE and
extra-curricular activities.
Masks
Face masks, covering nose and mouth, will be worn by students and visitors at all
times while in the building except when eating and drinking, participating in highaerobic activities, or outside and distanced. A medical exemption letter must be provided
if wearing a mask is problematic due to existing health conditions. A face shield is an
acceptable alternative for students with a medical exemption.1
Classrooms
Teachers will use increased spacing between desks and/or tables and arrange seating to maximize distancing at
all times. As recommended by the World Health Organization (“Student desks will be at least 3-6 feet apart”)
and the American Academy of Pediatrics (“Desks should be placed 3 to 6 feet apart when feasible”), we will keep
desks a minimum of 3 feet apart. All desks will face the front, and couches will be removed from classrooms.
Students are expected to remain in their seats for the duration of the class period. Only with teacher permission
should a student move about the classroom. All student desks and high-touch areas will be sanitized before
every class.

Hallways
Hallways should be seen as travel routes, not gathering places. Students will be encouraged to maintain increased
spacing as they move through hallways.
Restrooms
Students must wear masks while in restrooms.
Drinking Fountains
Most of our drinking fountains on campus have built-in water bottle fillers. Students are encouraged to bring
their own water bottles and fill them on a regular basis. The “fountain” function of each drinking fountain will be
turned off.
Chapel/Assemblies
There will be no all-school chapels or assemblies where the entire student body gathers in one
space. Chapels will be held in the following way: On Mondays, two grade levels will gather in the
auditorium where they will sit in identified, physically-distanced seats. The other two classes will
gather in the Upper Gym where they will sit in identified, physically-distanced seats. The speaker
will speak in the auditorium and will be live-streamed to the Upper Gym. The location of the two
groups will be switched for Thursday’s chapel.
Lunch
Students will eat lunch during one of two periods. This will allow for greater physical distancing.
School hot lunches will still be offered, but all hot lunches must be pre-ordered through the webbased platform Boonli (concordia.boonli.com). Students will be able to select from the Hot Lunch
of the Day, Soup of the Day, Salad of the Day, a Built-To-Your-Specifications Sandwich, and a
variety of a la carte items and drinks, all prepared by Hollie Sookhai and Jennifer Carrier-Ryden. All
items will be pre-ordered, pre-packaged, and picked up at stations throughout the Upper Gym.
Additional details can be found in our Signals newsletter at https://www.concordiaacademy.com/
current-students/signals.cfm.
Teachers and Staff
Teachers and staff will abide by the same health and safety protocols as students and visitors, with the exception
that teachers have the option of wearing a face shield, instead of a mask, while teaching. Protection of these
teachers is one of the reasons we require students to wear masks in the classroom.
Outdoors
The outdoors will be used as much as possible. (See How You Can Help below.)

V.

BEFORE AND AFTER-SCHOOL PROCEDURES
Parents are requested to drop off students no earlier than 30 minutes before school begins. Students who are
not involved in extra-curriculars are requested to leave immediately after school. Students who need to arrive
earlier, or stay later, must wait in the Commons or Dance Studio. Couches will be removed from the Commons.
The chairs and tables that remain will be physically distanced from one another.

VI. EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
We are currently planning to move forward with all extra-curricular activities. Future announcements by the
Minnesota State High School League (MSHL) will significantly impact how we move forward.

VII. PROTOCOLS FOR SUSPECTED OR POSITIVE CASES OF COVID-19
Students who exhibit Covid-19 symptoms during the school day will be sent to Rose Hexum, CA’s Point of
Contact Person (PCP). The PCP will evaluate the student in CA’s new isolation room (formerly the Prayer Chapel)
and determine if the student needs to be sent home. If determined that the student needs to go home, they will
remain in the isolation room until their parent/guardian can pick them up. Visibly ill students will not be allowed
to walk or drive home. Parents are required to pick students up within an hour from when they are notified.
Students sent home with flu-like symptoms must be tested for COVID-19. Parents must notify the school of the
test results. Information regarding this test will be kept confidential and will not appear in a student’s record.
Non-confidential, non-identifying information will be provided to local health officials, staff, and school families in
accordance with the American With Disabilities Act (ADA) or the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability
Act (HIPAA), as recommended by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control.
If the student has been ill without testing positive for COVID-19, he/she may not return to school until fever
free and symptom-free for 24 hours without the use of over-the-counter medications. Students who test positive
for COVID-19 must remain quarantined for 10 days prior to returning to school. Students who live in the same
household as an infected person are also required to quarantine themselves for 7 days, remain symptom-free and
receive a negative test result (taken on the 5th day or later) prior to returning to school. Consult the “COVID-19
Absence Decision Tree” elsewhere in this document for additional details.
If it is necessary, based on case specifics, for the school to contact trace a student’s interactions from a prior
school day, students who had a sustained unmasked interaction (i.e. lunch) will be asked to quarantine for the
requisite period of days and receive a negative test result to return to school (see the decision tree for more
detail). Students who were within 6 feet, but remained masked for the duration (i.e. classroom) will be notified of
the possible exposure, but will not be required by the school to quarantine.
Please Note: We know that the majority of our students care deeply about their academics. They hate to miss
school for fear of “falling behind”. This may be especially frustrating for a student asked to self-quarantine while
feeling perfectly fine. CA’s investment in the technology that makes CA Flex possible will also benefit on-campus
students who have to miss school because of sickness or a self-quarantine. Class lectures and presentations
will be video recorded and uploaded for students to view at home. In addition, students who are sick or selfquarantined, can take advantage of their teacher’s online office hours.

VIII. HOW YOU CAN HELP
• Please regularly pray for our students, teachers, staff, and families.
Pray for safety, health, wisdom, and the Joy of the Lord to transform even the greatest challenges of this year.
• Please be patient and gracious with our administration, teachers, and students.
They are all attempting to do their best to serve students and families in incredibly challenging times.
• Please share about CA with families who might like to learn more.
Public-school families may become interested in other options once public school’s plans for the fall are
announced. A positive word from a trusted friend or colleague is the number-one reason why families consider
transferring schools.

• Consider donating.
A. We are accepting donations to the Concordia Academy Coronavirus Assistance Fund. This fund allows for
tuition grants to CA families who have significant need because of lost income due to the coronavirus.
B. The benefits of educating outdoors, during times of viral outbreaks, is well-established. On our wish list is
money to purchase 3 large outdoor tents that could be used on a regular basis for classes and lunch. We
could potentially use these tents into November. The cost is approximately $7,500 per tent. If interested in
learning more, please contact Pastor Berner at tim.berner@concordiaacademy.com .

No Fear. Rather, Joy-Filled!
We live in turbulent times. Stress, anxiety, and depression are on the rise. Heated divisions
over culture, politics, and even how to respond to COVID-19 all too often bring out the worst
in people. Young people are not immune to any of this. But praise be to our God! It is, in fact,
in times like this that the Gospel of Jesus shines all the more brightly! “Do not fear, for I am
with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God!” says our God (Isaiah 41:10).
There are many things about this upcoming school year that are not ideal and will be hard
for both students and faculty alike. We know this and will acknowledge this. But even more,
into the very hardest aspects of this coming year, we will creatively and consistently speak the
Joy of the Lord. “The joy of the Lord is our strength” (Nehemiah 8:10). This joy is the very
power of God. We know that this joy will take even the greatest challenges of this year and
transform them into vehicles of life!
The mission of CA will be fulfilled. God will use this year, perhaps even more than in years
past, to lead, teach, and inspire students to become all that He would have them be!
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CONCORDIA ACADEMY COVID-19 ABSENCE DECISION TREE
*DEFINITION OF EXPOSURE
(COLUMN 3)
To have been
•Within 6 ft of an infected person
•For more than 15 minutes
•Within 48 hours of symptom onset
•Unmasked
OR
Living in the same household as someone with COVID-19
**DEFINITION OF SYMPTOMS
(COLUMN 4)
ONE of the following would mean the
student has symptoms:
•New and/or worsening cough
•Shortness of breath
•Fever of 100.4+
•New loss of smell/taste
TWO OR MORE of the following would
mean the student has symptoms:
•Unexplained fatigue
•New sore throat
•New muscle aches
•Chills
•New nasal congestion or runny nose
•New severe headache
•Gastrointestinal symptoms: diarrhea,
vomiting, nausea

ATTENDANCE REPORTING:
Contact Rose Hexum by emailing
attendance@concordiaacademy.com
or leaving a message at 651-796-2711.
When the absence is due to COVID-19
concerns, please include pertinent
COVID-19-related information in
your message.

STUDENT WILL BE
EXEMPTED FROM FUTURE
EXPOSURE-BASED
QUARANTINES FOR 6
MONTHS FROM TEST DATE
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CONTACTS
Rev. Dr. Timothy Berner, Principal
tim.berner@concordiaacademy.com
651-796-2677
Kelly Mack, Director of Guidance and Academics
kelly.mack@concordiaacademy.com
651-796-2669
Brian Brown, Athletic Director and Dean of Students
brian.brown@concordiaacademy.com
651-796-2681
Rose Hexum, COVID-19 Point of Contact Person
rose.hexum@concordiaacademy.com
651-796-2707
Ria Thurston, Director of Admissions
ria.thurston@concordiaacademy.com
651-796-2679
Kelsey Cocchiarella, Director of Admissions
kelsey.cocchiarella@concordiaacademy.com
651-796-2703
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