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Dylan Peterson 12th grade 
I am eighteen years old and I joined robotics because I love to build 
things and solve problems, it has gotten me interested in engineering, 
which is something I would like to pursue in the future. 

 

Nick Oelschlaeger 12th grade 
I am eighteen years old and the elder statesman on team CeeLo. I joined 
Robotics looking for a challenge and an opportunity to work with my 
hands. Along with Robotics, I enjoy soccer, track and other running 
intensive activities. My future plans include earning an economics degree 
from Iowa State and learning a second language. 
 

Sonny Zhao 11th grade 
I am a seventeen year old international student from China and this is my 
third year studying here. Engineering has always been an interest of mine  
and robotics provided a great opportunity for me to challenge myself. I 
am a builder for the team and I enjoy working with my teammates very 
much. Mechanical Engineering is my goal for my future career because I 
really love working with machines. 

Connor Gruenes 10th grade 
I am a sixteen years old from Wisconsin making me the youngest on the 
team. I like to read, to play video games, and, of course, robotics. I also 
like to go on hikes and run track. I am the programmer for team CeeLo 
and enjoy the challenge it provides. It is almost like writing in another 
language. 
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ABOUT TEAM CEELO



COURSE SUMMARY 

We are a team of four students competing in robotics competitions through the Engineering & Robotics course at 
Concordia Academy. The course is a year long and is taught by Mr. Dave Boll. This year we had four teams, each 
with about four members competing in local competitions. Our team, Team CeeLo (Nick Oelschlaeger, Dylan 
Peterson, Sonny Zhao, Connor Gruenes) has been blessed with a terrific season and opportunities to compete at 
the local, state, and now global level. We are excited to fine tune our robot, represent Concordia, and bring glory 
to God at the VEX World Competition. 

SEASON REVIEW 

As a team, we started working on our robot in mid October. Since then we have competed in three competitions 
(2 local and the State Tournament). 
Local Competitions:  
1. On December 10, we competed in a competition at Osseo High School. We finished our qualifying matches 

with a 4-3 record, not bad for our first competition. We also got to join another Concordia team on an alliance 
for the elimination bracket, but we lost in the first round. A better judgement of our team’s robot is the Skills 
Challenge where our robot has a minute by itself to score as many points as it can. At the Osseo competition, 
we finished the skills challenge by scoring 7 points. 

2. On January 21, we competed in our second competition of the season at Austin High School. We again 
competed in team qualifying matches and finished with a record of 3-4. The day was marked with all sorts of 
little things not quite going our way. But, in the Skills Challenge, we scored 13 points total (8 from driving our 
robot for a minute, 5 from running an autonomous program for a minute). This was almost twice as much as 
we scored a month before. The skills challenge is looked at to fill out tie breaking invitations for future 
competitions, and the next day we got a call about an invite to the state tournament. 

State Tournament: 
3. On Friday, February 3rd, our team loaded up in cars and drove to downtown St. Cloud to compete at the VEX 

MSHS State Tournament. We played two matches Friday Night, then after a good nights sleep, played five 
more on Saturday. We finished our 7 matches winning 4 and losing 3. Overall, we thought our robot was doing  
well in our matches, but we did not finish the night in the finals, which guarantees an invitation to worlds. In the 
skills Challenge, we scored 46 points, 31 from driving and 15 with our program, which was nearly four 
times more than the 13 points that secured us a state invite two weeks before. We finished Saturday 
with the 4th highest skills score out of the 61 teams at the State Tournament. 46 points was also the 
6th highest score from any team in Minnesota all year, a ranking used to fill out extra invitations to the 
world competition, which is how we received our invite. 
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WHY WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT 

Your support is paramount to our success in the upcoming months. Your support will help us attend the 2017 VEX 
World Competition. This event is not cheap, and your partnership is greatly appreciated. Also, your financial 
support will help us purchase some necessary robotics parts that we need in order to make our robot better 
equipped for our next competitions. 

World’s Details 
- The VEX Robotics World Championship will take place April 19, 2017 - April 22, 2017. The event will be 
held at the Kentucky Exposition Center in Louisville, Kentucky. The top 500 teams, out of more than 10,000 
teams around the world, will be competing at this tournament. Our team can't wait to perform at the international 
level. We are very grateful for this invitation and hope to do our best. 

Goals 

Our goals moving forward are to continue improving our design and compete at the world competition to the best 
of our abilities. We hope by working hard and striving everyday to do our best, we will honor God and help 
represent him in front of a global audience. The world competition is April 19-22, plenty of time to make changes 
and improve our robot, but we are not delaying and have already started working through the first steps to make 
our robot ready for worlds. We hope that you will help us in our mission. 
"Let your light shine before men, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in 
heaven." - Matthew 5:16 

WHY ROBOTICS? 

By investing in robotics education and competition, not only are you investing in team CeeLo, but you are also 
raising up the future leaders of our world by encouraging an interest for STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, 
and Mathematics) careers. 

Skills That Students Learn 
• Computer Programming (C and C++). 
• Use of CAD software such as Autodesk Inventor or AutoCAD. 
• Classical Mechanics - gearing, torque, force, friction, etc. 
• Teamwork/Leadership - communication between group members and other teams. 
• Applying mathematical concepts such as algebra, trigonometry, and calculus to robotics. 
• The engineering process of repeating the design cycle to find the best solution to a given problem. 
• Precise planning/scheduling needed to accomplish a goal. 
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WHAT IS STARSTRUCK? 

Each year, VEX Robotics comes out with a new game that is designed to challenge teams in areas such as 
programming, design, and engineering.

The game for 2016-2017 is VEX Starstruck. In Starstruck, four different robots compete 2 vs. 2 in a 12 foot by 12 
foot square playing field. The square is divided down the middle by a two and a half foot tall fence, confining each 
team to their respective side.  

The object of the game is to attain a higher score than the opposing team by scoring star and cube game objects 
onto the opposing team’s side. Extra points are given to teams who win a 15 second autonomous round (Robots 
move only by driverless programs) and more are given to teams that, at the end of the match, have one of their 
robots hanging freely from an 18” pole. 

After the aforementioned autonomous period, all four teams control their robots for a minute and forty five second 
driver period. At the end of the combined two minutes of competition, two judges tally scores for both sides and 
confirm with each other before announcing the winner. 

Teams can also compete in a skills challenge where their robot competes solo for one minute trying to score as 
many points as it can. Robots compete for a minute with both driver control and autonomous program. Then, the 
two scores are combined for a final skills challenge score. 
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2017 STARSTRUCK BUDGET 
Financial Support 

Your financial support will help team CeeLo attend the world competition, which we otherwise might not be able to 
participate in. Your sponsorship will also help us have a stronger competitive advantage, because we will be better 
equipped, and prepared. 
 

Description Cost

World Championship Registration Fee $	 850

World Championship Food $	 750

World Championship Five Night Hotel Stay $	 1,500

World Championship Transportation $	 1,000

VEX Robotics Parts $	 1,000

Team Branding $	 400

Total $	 5,500
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Partnership Opportunities 

Sponsors can choose to contribute toward specific categories of our budget (Food, Transportation, Hotel etc.).  
We hope that this provides assurances to how your money will be used and alleviate any concerns you have to 
supporting our cause. Questions are always welcome too (see phone # on Pg 1. or email on sponsor form). 

We appreciate all of our sponsors, And would like to recognize any who would like to be recognized. Please take a 
moment to understand our support levels and fill out the Support Level section of our sponsor form. 

* A DONATION OF 10% OF A CATEGORY’S COST BY ANY INDIVIDUAL (20% BY A CORPORATION) 
MAKES SPONSORS ELIGIBLE TO PUT THEIR NAME ON THE BACK OF OUR SHIRTS.  

* DONATE 50% OF A CATEGORY AND WE WILL PUT THE SPONSOR’S LOGO ON THE BACK OF OUR 
SHIRT. 

* DONATIONS COVERING 100 % OF THE COST FOR ONE OF OUR CATEGORIES MAKES SPONSORS 
ELIGIBLE TO HAVE THEIR NAME OR LOGO ON OUR ROBOT, AS WELL AS ON OUR SHIRT  

* ANYONE WISHING TO REMAIN ANONYMOUS CAN CERTAINLY DO SO BY CIRCLING THE ANONYMOUS 
OPTION ON THE FORM 

% of Category Cost 10% 20% 50% 100%

Registration Fee $85.00 $170.00 $425.00 $850.00

Food $75.00 $150.00 $375.00 $750.00

Hotel $150.00 $300.00 $750.00 $1500.00

Transportation $100.00 $200.00 $500.00 $1000.00

Robot Parts $100.00 $200.00 $500.00 $1000.00

Team Branding $40.00 $80.00 $200.00 $400.00
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Support Levels by 
category %

Name on Shirt Logo on Shirt Name/Logo on 
Robot

Constructor (10%) ✓

Designer (20%) ✓

Engineer (50%) ✓

Roboteer (100%) ✓ ✓



THANK YOU! 
FOR YOUR SUPPORT OF CONCORDIA ACADEMY'S CEELO 

ROBOTICS TEAM, AND YOUR INVESTMENT IN THE FUTURE STEM 
LEADERS OF THE WORLD! 

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS REGARDING THE TEAM OR 
SPONSORSHIPS, PLEASE SEND AN EMAIL TO: 
nick.oelschlaeger@concordiaacademy.com 
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SPONSORSHIP FORM 

Primary Contact:___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ___________________________ State: _______________________ Zip Code: ____________________________ 

Phone: __________________________________ Email: ___________________________________________________ 

Amount Enclosed: __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Support Level (Circle One):	 Constructor/Designer  	   Engineer            Roboteer	    Anonymous  

For any questions regarding sponsorship, please contact: 

Nick Oelschlaeger 
nick.oelschlaeger@concordiaacademy.com 

Please Send Contributions To: 

Concordia Academy  
C/O Rev. Tim Berner 
2400 Dale St. N 
Roseville, MN 55113 

Please make checks payable to: Concordia Academy (World Robotics 2017 in memo line) 

Deductible Status ID: 41-0845401 

(Please mail this form with your donation)
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